[Increase by FSH hormone and depression by testosterone of the diffusional coupling between Sertoli cells from immature rat testis in primary culture].
Previous studies have suggested that FSH promotes the intercellular coupling of Sertoli cells from immature rat testis in primary culture ([1], [2]). In order to test this hypothesis, we have investigated the diffusional coupling between Sertoli cells in primary culture with the FRAP technique. The coupling is low in unstimulated cells but increases in the presence of FSH. This effect is not reversed by returning to the control medium. Testosterone decreases this coupling, an effect which is reversed by a new exposure to FSH. Taken together these data show that FSH initiates diffusional coupling in Sertoli cells and that testosterone antagonizes this effect.